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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1914. 

General  Remarks  — During  the  past  year,  the  health  of  the  Borough 
has  been  well  maintained. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  much  less  than  in 
1913,  but  we  have  had  six  deaths  from  infectious  disease,  whereas 
during  last  year  there  were  none. 

The  outbreak  of  the  War  has  naturally  affected  our  normal 
work  and  its  results  ;  but  while  its  effect  has  delayed  and  post¬ 
poned  certain  sanitary  improvements,  our  revision  of  Housing, 
etc.,  it  has  also  shown  what  sanitary  resources  we  can  initiate  and 
maintain  in  the  quite  exceptional  circumstances  of  mobilisation, 
and  the  billeting  of  some  500  troops  in  our  midst. 

Population,  — The  population  of  the  Borough  remains  essentially  the 
same  as  in  previous  years;  and  must  be  considered  as  being  the 
figure  officially  stated  at  the  census  of  1911,  viz.,  4,121. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the 
preceding  five  years  haa  been  410,  equal  to  an  average  birth-rat© 
of  82  per  annum,  and  an  average  birth-rate  of  19  89  per 
thousand. 

The  number  of  births  in  1914  was  63,  being  six  less  than  in  th© 
preceding  year,  and  13  less  than  in  1912. 

This  is  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  15  28  per  thousand  living. 

Of  these  63  births,  27  were  boys  and  36  girls. 

The  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  during  1914  was  23  6 
per  thousand;  and  that  of  145  smaller  towns  of  England  and 
Wales  was  23  6  per  thousand  (London  was  24-6). 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Borough  is  thus  still  considerably  below 
that  of  the  country  generally,  and  it  appears  to  be  falling,  thus  :  — 

In  1912  birth-rate  in  the  Borough  was  18-44  per  thousand. 

in  1913  ,,  ,,  ,,  n  >>  n 
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It  is  worth  while  noticing 
years  :  — 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 


the  births  recorded  in  the  last  7 

94 

93 

89 

83 

76 

69 

63 


Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the 
preceding  5  years  was  290,  an  average  of  58  per  annum,  equal  to 
a  rate  of  14  07  per  thousand  of  the  average  estimated  population 

In  1913  the  rate  was  15  01  per  thousand  living. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  in  1914 
was  83  ;  in  1913,  87  ;  in  1912,  «6. 


Of  these  83  deaths,  29  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary 
(same  as  last  year),  2  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  52  in  the  Borough. 

Eight  of  those  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  and  both  of  those 
who  died  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  were  residents  of  the  Borough, 
and,  therefore,  must  be  added  to  the  52  deaths  occurring  in  the 
Borough  proper. 

In  addition,  one  resident  of  the  Borough  died  outside  the 
Borough  boundaries  ;  and  one  person  died  suddenly  within  the 
Borough,  who  was  a  non-resident,  and  lived  at  Ugborough. 

This  makes  the  corrected  total  of  deaths  of  residents  within  the 
Borough,  62. 

This  is  equal  to  a  mortality  of  15  04  per  thousand  living  (and 
is  the  same  as  in  1913). 

The  death-rat®  in  England  and  Wales  during  1914  was  13-9 
per  thousand,  and  for  the  i 4 5  smaller  towns  of  England  and 
Wales,  12  8  per  thousand  (London  was  14  4). 

The  death-rate  in  the  Borough  itself  is  thus  rather  above  that 
of  the  country  generally,  but  is  not  changed  from  that  of  1918. 

The  remaining  21  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  were  of  non¬ 
residents  of  the  Borough  of  Totnes. 


They  were  as  follows  :  — 

Paignton  ...  ...  ...  7 

Brixham  ...  ...  ...  4 

Buckfastleigh  ...  ...  2 

Dartmouth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Staverton  ...  ...  ...  2 

South  Brent  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stoke  Gabriel  ...  ...  2 


21 


Total 


3 


Zymotic  Mortality. — There  were  six  deaths  under  this  heading  in  1914 
and  although  the  deaths  were  due  to  complications  of  the  original 
disease,  yet  the  original  Zymotic  disease  was  the  essential  cause 
of  death. 


In  1913,  and  in  1912,  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  due  to  the  principal 
epidemic  diseases  during  the  preceding  five  years  :  — 

1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  Totals 

Measles  —  —  2  —  —  2 

Diphtheria  —  —  1  —  —  1 

Totals  0  0  3  0  0  3 


In  1914,  the  deaths  under  this  heading  were  due  to  : — Measles, 
3  ;  Whooping  Cough,  1  ;  Diphtheria,  2  ;  total,  6. 


Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis).— -There  were  3  cases  of  death  from 
this  cause  in  the  Borough  during  1914.  No  death  from  this 
cause  occurred  in  1913,  but  the  record  for  1914  is  quite  average. 
No  death  occurred  from  any  other  form  of  tuberculosis. 


Cancer. — During  1  9  1  4,  three  deaths  from  this  cause  occurred  in  the 
Borough  ;  in  1913,  five;  in  1912,  eight;  therefore  there 
is  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  increased  prevalence  of  this 
dread  disease  locally. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  65. 

Accident  and  Suicide.  —  One  death  from  accident  occurred,  due  to  a 
collision  whilst  riding  a  bicycle. 

No  case  of  suicide  was  recorded. 


Infant  Mortality. — During  the  preceding  5  years.  23  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  occurred  out  of  4  10  born  during  the  same 
period,  equal  to  a  mortality  of  56  per  thousand  births.  (In 

1913,  78  per  thousand). 

Five  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  registered  in 
1914 — in  1913,  four — to  63  births  registered  in  the  same  period, 
equal  to  an  infant  mortality  of  79  3  per  thousand  births  during 

1914. 

This  is  considerably  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  gener¬ 
ally  (viz.,  105  per  thousand  births)  ;  and  although  higher  than 
in  1913  is  nevertheless  satisfactory. 

Ages. — 27  of  the  62  deaths  in  the  Borough  were  persons  of  65 

years  or  over. 

Cases  Notified. — Excluding  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  there  were  22 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me  in  1914,  as  against  42 
cases  in  1913. 

Three  diseases  only  were  represented,  viz  :  — 

Scarlet  Fever...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ..  ...  8 
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Including  all  cases,  there  were,  in  addition  to  the  above  :  — 

Tuberculosis  j  Pulmonary  ...  ...  5 

}  Other  ...  ...  1 

Total,  all  cases  ...  28 

These  cases  refer  solely  to  those  resident  within  the  Borough. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  only  deaths  from  notifiable  diseases  in 
1914,  were  two  cases  of  Diphtheria;  the  deaths  from  Measles, 
etc.,  were  due  to  diseases  not  at  present  notifiable. 

Drainage.  —This  has  been  satisfactory,  on  the  whole,  during  the  past 
year,  and  is  fully  reported  on  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
(appended  hereto). 

Water.  — The  supply  during  1914  was  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality,  and  we  had  no  drought  to  contend  with  as  in  1913.  The 
fuller  details  as  to  the  sources  of  supply  and  reservoirs,  etc.,  are 
dealt  with  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report. 

Public  Convenience. — These  Lavatories  for  both  sexes,  in  the  Pannier 
Market,  have  been  completed,  and  are  in  full  working  order  and 
use.  They  are  sanitary,  clean,  and  well  lit.  They  are  very 
useful  to  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  still  more  so  to  visitors. 
There  have  been  some  abuses,  but  such  incidents  are  inevitable 
to  any  public  convenience. 

The  War  :  Soldiers’  Billets — Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  War  this 
Borough  became  the  Headquarters  of  the  Reserve  (Cyclist) 
Battalion  of  the  7th  Devon  Regt.  (T.F.)  Their  strength  reached 
to  close  on  500  men  The  sanitary  arrangements  necessary  for 
so  large  a  number  of  soldiers  billeted  in  schools,  public  build¬ 
ings,  etc.,  taxed  our  resources;  but  the  erection  of  temporary 
w.c.’s,  urinals,  latrines,  &c.,  and  bathing-stations  for  the  men, 
were  promptly  and  effectively  undertaken.  This  urgent  and 
necessary  work  was  much  facilitated  by  the  energetic  action  of 
the  Military  District  Sanitary  Officer  of  the  District  (Capt.  T.  H. 
Ward,  R.A.M.C.  (T.F.)  He  worked  in  close  co-operation  with 
myself,  and  was  also  appointed  as  assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Borough.  Our  efforts  were  further  aided  by  the 
quiet  and  efficient  help  of  our  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  A. 
Warren).  The  billets  were  kept  clean,  sanitary  and  whole¬ 
some,  and  this  reflects  much  credit  on  a  small  town  such  as  ours. 

During  the  presence  of  these  troops  not  on»  case  of  infectious 
disease,  of  any  sort,  occurred  amongst  them  ;  this  is,  I  think,  a 
most  satisfactory  record.  Such  sickness  as  occurred  was  due  to 
their  new  conditions,  and  harder  life,  and  latterly  to  the  very 
severe  weather  conditions. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  &C — Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  and  Dairy 
Farms  (8),  Bake-houses  (8),  &c.,  and  also  all  pig-houses  in 
the  Borough  have  been  periodically  and  systematically  visited 
during  the  year ;  and  although  several  defects,  structural  or 
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otherwise,  have  been  found,  they  have  been  remedied  after 
due  notice,  without  any  recourse  to  drastic  measures.  We 
have,  however,  been  compelled  to  pay  frequent  visits  to  one 
slaughter-house,  on  account  of  its  general  unsanitary  state. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — All  these,  including  Laundries,  and  the 
Bacon  Factory,  and  27  registered  Workshops  in  the  Borough, 
have  been  visited  and  inspected.  Very  few  defects  were  found 
and  those  found  were  slight. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc — A  full  inspection,  under  this  Act 
was  carried  out  in  1911-12;  and  this  year,  1914,  a  revision  of 
the  whole  district  was  in  progress  when  the  War  began,  and, 
therefore,  the  results  have  been  less  complete,  and  the  revision 
only  partial,  since  all  our  energies  have  been  needed  to  cope 
with  the  new  situation  brought  about  by  billeting  troops  in  our 
Borough. 

The  following  Tabulated  Statement  shows  the  results  briefly 


during  1914  :  — 

Number  of  houses  estimated,  under  limits  of  the  Act  ...  476 

,,  ,,  ,,  inspected  during  1914  ...  ...  ...  103 

,,  ,,  ,,  considered  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  in  which  closing  order  was  made  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  in  which  defects  remedied  without  closing 

order  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  ,,  ,,  after  closing  order,  made  fit  for  habitation  0 


General  character  of  defects  found  ...  slight  sanitary  defects. 
The  whole  subject  is  still  under  revision. 


Private  Sanitary  Conveniences,  in  1914  - 


No.  of  Privies :  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  nil. 

,,  , ,  :  moveable  receptacles  ...  ...  1 

,,  Fresh  Water  closets  ...  ...  approx.  885 

,,  Waste  Water  and  hand-flushed  ditto  ,,  125 

Conversions,  as  follows  :  — 

Privies  :  fixed  to  moveable  receptacles  ...  ...  nil 

,,  with  fixed  receptacles  to  fresh  w.c.’s  ...  1 

,,  with  moveable  receptacles  to  fresh  w.c.’s  nil 
Waste  Water  and  hand  flushed  w.c.’s  to  fresh 

water  tv  c  ’s  . approx.  45 


Prosecutions. — None  occurred  in  1914. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes —I  have  to  report  that  12  new  work¬ 
men  s  dwellings  are  completed,  and  have  received  certificates  of 
occupation,  during  1914.  Over  20  more  such  dwellings  are  in 
contemplation  or  in  course  of  erection.  New  sewers  and  water- 
mains  have  been  laid  down  in  conjunction  with  these  enterprises. 
This  report  is  satisfactory,  as  we  can  well  do  with  many  more 
houses  of  this  type. 
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Rainfall,  etc — The  Rainfall  recorded  in  the  Borough  for  1914  has 
been  kept  by  myself  at  *‘  Rosabelle,”  Totnes. 

The  details  for  1914  are  as  follows  :  — 


Total 

Greatest 

Number  of  days  with 

Month 

for  Month. 

fall  in 

24  hours. 

•01  in.  or  more  recorded 

Inches. 

Inches.  Date. 

January 

201 

•79 

29th 

14 

February 

678 

1-40 

7th 

19 

March 

8-49 

1-22 

8th 

25 

April 

1-90 

•60 

4  th 

11 

May 

1-86 

•86 

3rd 

11 

June 

121 

•41 

9  th 

8 

July 

413 

1-89 

19th 

14 

August 

368 

•86 

14th 

13 

September 

2-90 

•67 

9th 

11 

October 

3-75 

•81 

31st 

14 

November 

6-95 

1-03 

29th 

17 

December 

13  07  ! 

1-45 

17th 

24  ! 

Totals 

56-73 

181 

The  total  rainfall  in  1913  was  42  45  inches;  in  1912  (a  very 
wet  year)  55  68  inches. 

The  record  for  1914  is  exceptional,  and  without  all  the  evidence 
before  me,  I  believe  that  this  rainfall  is  a  record  one  for  some 
twenty  years  past.  The  December  figures  are  worthy  of  notice. 

The  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  folio  w  this  Report ;  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  appended  to  my  own. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  R.  ALLINGHAM, 

M.B.,  B.S.  Bond., 
M.R.C.S.  Eng. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 


Nett  Deaths  at 

THE  SUBJOINED  AGES 

of  ‘ ‘Residents’ ’  whether  occurring  within  or 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 

Causes  of  Death. 

without  the  District. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under 

2  and 
under 

5  and 
under 

15  and 
under 

25  and 
under 

45  and 
under 

65  and 
up- 

*  Residents” 
or  *'  Non- 
Re>idents”  in 
Institutions  in  the 

2  years 

5  years 

15  years 

25  years 

45  years 

65  years 

wards 

District. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

Mr 

1 

8 

9 

10 

i  1 

All  causes  Certified 

62 

5 

2 

3 

2 

# 

1 

10 

12 

27 

31 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

3.  Measles 

3 

1  . 

1 

1 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7.  Influenza 

8.  Erysipelas 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

9.  Phthisis 

( P u  1  m o n a r y  Tuberculosis) 

3 

. . . 

2 

1 

3 

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 1.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12.  Canc6r,  malignant  disease  ... 

13.  Pheumatic  Fever 

3 

•  •  a 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  *  * 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

14.  Meningitis  ... 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

13 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

6 

5 

16.  Bronchitis 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

l 

2 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

•  *  • 

... 

1 

>  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

3 

18.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

organs 

19.  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

20.  Appendicitis  and  'typhlitis  ... 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

21a.  Alcoholism  ... 

22.  Nephritis  &  Bright's  Disease 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Other  accidents  and  diseases 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

of  Pregnancy  &  Parturition 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

25.  Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth  ... 

26.  Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

1 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

29.  Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

23 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

14 

16 

known  ...  ...  ... 

Totals 

62 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1  * 

10 

12 

27 

31 

TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1914.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  &  under 

3  months. 

3  months  &  under 

6  months. 

6  months  &  under 

9  months. 

9  months  &  under 

12  months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year. 

All  causes  Certified 

•  •  • 

• 

. 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

6  | 

/Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 
,  Measles 
|  Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-Cough  ... 
\Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis 

J  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
(Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions  .  . 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

(  Diarrhoea 

I 1  Enteritis 

Gastritis 

I  Syphilis 
'  Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

I  / Congenital  Malformations. . 

|J  Premature  birth 

I  Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

•  *  • 

I 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  -  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

w 

i 

.  “ 

. 

1 

1 

Totals... 

4 

1 

5 

(  legitimate  ...  63  /  legitimate  infants  .  5 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  <  .  •  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  < 

(illegitimate  ...  0  (  illegitimate  infants  .  0 

TKHHUKk*  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SURVEYOR  &  INSPECTOR  of  NUISANCES 

For  the  Borough  of  Totnes, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

ending  December  31st,  1914. 

Acreage— 1,422. 

Subsoil — Diabase  and  Limestone,  with  clay  in  die  valley. 

Highest  Altitude — 469  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

Lowest  Altitude — 6  9  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal— Sewer  extensions  have  been  completed 
at  Maudlin  and  in  the  Jubilee  Road. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  at  Moorashes  to  replace  a  defective 
one. 

The  18  inch  Main  Sewer  in  Warland  has  been  opened  up  and 
thoroughly  cleaned  out. 

It  was  found  to  be  nearly  full  of  sand,  only  3  inches  of  space 
being  left  in  places. 

It  is  necessary  to  periodically  scrape  and  flush  the  sewers 
where  the  gradients  are  slight. 

The  Machinery  at  the  Pumping  Station,  which  deals  with  the 

sewage  of  the  low  levels,  has  worked  satisfactorily  during  the 

year. 

%/ 

A  quantity  of  timber  was  discovered  in  the  high  level  sewer, 
which  had  evidently  been  left  there  when  the  sewerage  scheme 
was  carried  out,  and  prevented  the  free  flow  of  the  sewage, 
therefore,  the  greater  portion  was  conveyed  into  the  low  level 
sewer  at  the  overflows  and  had  to  be  pumped. 

Since  removing  this  obstruction  it  is  only  necessary  to  work 
the  Engines  at  intervals  during  the  day,  except  during  heavy 
storms. 

The  Plant  is  kept  in  good  condition  by  the  Engineer. 

The  Disposal  Works  deal  effectually  with  the  Sewage,  and  the 
effluent  from  the  filter  beds  is  good. 

Samples  taken  at  intervals  indicate  the  efficiency  of  the 
treatment. 

The  Sludge  is  regularly  carted  away  and  used  on  the  adjoining 
lands  as  manure. 
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Water  Supply  -The  supply  during  the  year  lias  again  been  very  satis¬ 
factory,  and  a  continuous  supply  has  been  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  Borough,  including  special  consumers  and  for  garden 
purposes. 

The  Water  is  obtained  from  deep  springs  at(l)  Broomborough, 
(2)  Bowden  (high  and  low  levels),  and  (3)  Follaton. 


Filtration  is  unnecessary,  and  there  is  no  action  on  lead. 


There  are  six  service  Reservoirs,  the  total  storage  capacity 
being  553,000  gallons. 

The  summer  yield  is  about  70,000  gallons  daily. 

Follaton  supply  is  only  available  for  the  six  summer  months, 
May  1st  to  October  3  1st 

The  total  length  of  Water  Mains  is  9f  miles,  made  up  as 
follows  :  — 


J  1 


6  inch 
4 
3 

2  „ 

H  „ 

1  „ 


1,220  yards 
3,325  „ 

8,277 
1,673 
67 
2,402 
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There  are  approximately  860  houses  supplied  from  piped 
service,  as  well  as  public  conduits  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  3”  Main  has  been  extended  at  Maudlin. 


There  are  72  Special  Consumers  supplied  by  Meter. 

One  New  Meter  has  been  fixed  during  the  year  and  9  tested 
and  repaired. 

Water  has  been  taken  into  premises  :  — 

For  Domestic  Purposes.  9. 

Other  than  do.  5. 

In  November  the  Follaton  Supply  was  extended  for  one  week. 


Buildings — No  extensive  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A  Large  Drill  Hall  for  the  Military  is  in  course  of  erection  on 
the  Stearts  Estate. 

1 1  Plans  have  been  deposited  of  which  8  were  approved. 

3  Certificates  for  occupation  have  been  granted. 

New  Building  Byelaws  have  been  adopted,  which  are  more  in 
line  with  the  latest  developments  in  Building  Construction. 

Bjelaws  with  respect  to  the  Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  now  await  the  Sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 


Collection  Of  House  Refuse  —This  is  carried  out  by  Contract. 

There  is  a  probability  that  the  Refuse  Heap  at  St.  Peter’s  Quay 
will  be  carted  away  and  used  for  reclaiming  land  from  the  River 
on  the  Sharpham  Estate. 

Slaughter*  Houses — There  are  live  private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
Borough,  which  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

The  limewashing  and  cleansing  has  received  attention  by  the 
respective  occupiers,  with  one  exception. 

The  position  and  construction  of  these  Slaughter  Houses  leave 
much  to  be  desired. 

No  less  than  five  butchers  kill  at  one  of  them,  which  seems  to 
point  to  the  necessity  of  a  Public  Abattoir. 

Thorough  Meat  Inspection  cannot  be  carried  out  under  the 
present  conditions. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — There  are  8  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  registered  in 
the  Borough,  which  have  been  systematically  inspected. 

Generally,  the  Cowsheds  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Defective  paving  has  been  made  good  where  required. 

Bakehouses — There  are  8  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  which  are  now 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Defective  floors  in  3  cases  have  been  remedied. 

Workshops — There  are  27  on  the  Register,  all  of  which  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House 
in  the  Borough,  which  is  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Infectious  Diseases  — On  receipt  of  Notice  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  cases  are  visited  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

28  cases  have  been  dealt  with. 

Nuisances — The  following  have  been  investigated  during  the  year  and 
put  in  a  satisfactory  condition  :  — 

Insanitary  Drains  ...  ...  30 

Dangerous  Chimneys  and  Walls  ...  2 

Insanitar}r  Closets  ..  ...  50 

Insanitary  Pigsties  ...  ...  8 

1,578  feet  of  new  4”  drains  have  been  laid  and  725  feet  of  6” 
drains. 

All  new  drains  are  tested  before  covering  in. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  —  As  stated  in  ray  last  report  the  whole  of 
the  District  was  inspected  in  1911-1912  and  476  houses  reported 
on. 

A  re-inspection  of  the  whole  District  under  this  act  is  in  hand. 

103  have  been  inspected  and  reported  on  during  the  year  and 
60  Notices  served  to  remedy  slight  defects,  all  of  which  have 
received  attention,  with  one  exception,  which  is  outstanding. 

One  house  has  been  closed  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

I  have  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  kindness  and  courtesy  and  to  my  fellow  Officers  for  their 
cordial  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  WARREN, 

M.  Inst.,  M.  C.  E., 

Assoc.  M.  San.  Inst. 

Certd  Inspector  of  Meat  Sf  other  Foods. 


